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Dear Students and Parents, 
 

I would like to personally welcome you to the Corner Lake Middle School Eagle Band! My name 
is Kimberly Zipoli and I will be your band director. I look forward to working with you in reaching his or 
her full potential not only as an individual musician, but also working together as a unit to achieve the 
highest excellence. 

The purpose of this handbook is to ensure an enjoyable and educationally rewarding musical 
experience for every student.  Please take the time to read through the ENTIRE band handbook. This 
will prepare you for your work and responsibilities as a member of the CLMS Eagle Band. After you 
have done so, sign and complete the electronic Student Information Form and turn in the paper 
Handbook Agreement Form by Wednesday, August 30th.  All of our Eagle band students will be held 
accountable for the information contained in this handbook. 

Being a member of band includes learning math concepts and applying them, learning and 
applying a new system of notation and language, developing fine motor skills, and developing the 
ability to listen critically and attentively not only to themselves, but to the rest of the ensemble. It 
requires cooperation with a large team of musicians working together toward a common goal.  It 
requires practice at home, occasional after school rehearsals and performances, investment in an 
instrument, and most importantly, the willingness and desire to do your best.  Success is assured if: the 
student has the desire to learn to play; the parents and students understand what is required. 

I look forward to a wonderful year working with you to make harmonious music and provide 
musical opportunities that you will love and cherish for a lifetime. 
 
 
 
Musically Yours, 
 

Kimberly Zipoli 
Band Director 
(407)-568-0510 ext. 5044278 
Kimberly. Zipoli@ocps.net 
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Corner Lake Band Classes 
 

1. Wind Ensemble: The Wind Ensemble is comprised of 7th and 8th grade students based on director 
placement.  This band provides instruction of advanced skills for wind and percussion instruments.  This 
band will explore advanced musical selections and techniques.  The wind ensemble will perform in 
several concerts throughout the year including the Florida Bandmaster’s Association (FBA) Music 
Performance Assessment (MPA). In preparation of the MPA performance, students will be required to 
attend after school rehearsals.  Each member of this group will be required to perform in the FBA Solo 
and Ensemble MPA held in February.  Forty-five mins to an hour of home practice is expected at least 4 
days a week and private lessons are encouraged. 

 

2. Symphonic Band: The Symphonic Band is comprised of 7th and 8th grade students based on director 
placement.  This band provides instruction of basic skills for wind and percussion instruments.  This band 
will explore intermediate and advanced musical selections and techniques.  The symphonic band will 
perform in several concerts throughout the year. Each member of this group will be strongly 
encouraged to perform in the FBA Solo and Ensemble MPA held in February.  Thirty to forty-five minutes 
a day of home practice is expected at least 4 days a week and private lessons are encouraged. 

 

3. Beginning Band: The Beginning Band is open to all 6th-8th grade students who have little or no 
musical experience.  All instruments will be chosen in class with the aid of the director.  The curriculum 
for this class will include basic musical concepts relating to specific instruments including proper 
embouchure, hand position, posture as well as developing listening, reading and playing skills, and music 
composition.  The Beginning Band will perform at least three concerts during the school year.  Students 
that show a strong interest will have the opportunity perform in the FBA Solo and Ensemble MPA held in 
February.  Thirty minutes a day of home practice is expected at least 4 days a week and private lessons 
are encouraged. 

 

4. Jazz Band: The Jazz Band is made up of 7th and 8th grade students based on director placement.  Each 
member of the jazz band is required by the OCPS district to participate in one of the other musical 
ensembles.  The Jazz Band will perform several concerts during the school year including the OCPS Jazz 
Music Performance Assessment in February where they will be rated on their performance.  The music 
that is played in this ensemble is a different style and genre than the standard Wind Band.  Emphasis will 
be place on jazz history, style, and improvisation. 

 

Required Materials 

Students will need to bring all of their materials to class every day in order to receive full participation points for 
their preparation grade. 

1. Instrument (personal or school owned) 
★ Brass: correct mouthpiece, oiled valves and slides, cleaning/polishing cloth 
★ Woodwind: at least 3 reeds at all times, cork grease, all keys in working condition, cleaning cloth 
★ Percussion: stick bag, concert snare sticks (SD1), medium yarn mallets and plastic mallets 

2. Binder – 1” BLACK Binder and dividers to hold and organize the music that will be handed out in class 
3. Composition Book – for bell work and notes 
4. Sharpened Pencils with an eraser & Highlighters  
5. Music – students will receive various pieces of music throughout the school year. It is the student’s 

responsibility to have all their music for class. If a piece of music is misplaced or lost, students will need 
to see the Librarian before class for new music and pay 5 cents per new copy. 

6. Method Book (Will be provided to them through Band Fair Share) 
 

Highly Recommended Materials: 
❧ Metronome, Tuner and Folding Stand for at home practice 



Corner Lake Band Expectations 
 
RESPECT OTHERS 

● Use respectful words and tone of voice when talking to ANYONE 
● Be respectful of other people’s property and instruments - including the school’s 
● Work to solve problems constructively, without violence or abuse 
● Keep hands, feet and objects to self 

 
BE PREPARED TO LEARN 

● Arrive to class ON TIME everyday 
● Put your phone away 
● Be organized: Have your instrument, music and materials EVERYDAY  
● Be in your seat, start your bell work, warm up, and tune before Ms. Zipoli raises her hand to begin class  

**If you’re missing your materials, fill out a form at the Participation Station 
● Avoid leaving the room 

 
FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS 

● Follow instructions the first time given 
● When in doubt…raise your hand and ask questions! 
● Do NOT eat or drink in the band room – water is the only exception 
● Throw out your gum before you even enter the room!! 
● Remain seated unless given permission to get up 
● Use the bathroom signal if it is an emergency – remember you only get 3 passes 
● At the end of class, Ms. Zipoli will dismiss you to put your instrument and materials away and then will 

dismiss you a second time to leave the band room once your area is clear 
 
TAKE CARE OF OUR ROOM 

● Clean up your area and straightened the rows 
● Pick up any mess on the floor when entering and leaving 
● Keep your locker tidy and organized 
● Save the MUSIC STANDS by using them for ONLY holding your music 

 
DO YOUR BEST 

● Participate positively in class 
● Stay on task  
● Learn all you can and enjoy your time making music ☺ 

 
PRACTICE 

● Be Consistent! 
● Practice Often - Each student should be practicing at least 30 minutes a day 
● Baby Steps – Practice small chunks of music SLOWLY and then work up the tempo once you feel 

comfortable  

 
CONSEQUENCES FOR MISBEHAVIOR: 

1. Students will first be “verbally” warned of their misconduct 
2. Loss of daily participation points 
3. Parent Contact via email, information form sent home or phone 
4. For continuation of misbehavior severe infraction of the Student Code of Conduct, students will receive 

a detention or discipline referral to administration 
 

 



Instruments 
 
BEGINNER INSTRUMENT SELECTION: 
During the first 2 weeks of school, students will be introduced to each instrument. During the Instrument Try 
Out night (August 23rd from 6:00-8:00pm) students will have a chance to try out the instruments available for 
beginning band: flute, clarinet, trumpet, euphonium, trombone, tuba, and percussion. Students may start on 
secondary instruments if taking private lessons or switch half way through the year to the secondary 
instruments (oboe, bassoon, saxophone, French horn) upon the director’s approval.  
 
After trying out the instruments, the students will list their top three choices. With the help of Ms. Zipoli, the 
students will select their instrument based most importantly on their skill and potential to grow on that 
instrument, the needs of the entire band and preference. It is important that students remember we need a 
certain number of each instrument to comprise a full band that will harmonize well together. 
 
**Please do not purchase any instruments without the director’s approval or until the instrument 
selection is complete** 
 
Once the students choose their instrument, they will be given an “Instrument Information sheet” that contains 
information such as recommended brands of instruments, where they can be purchased or rented and a list of 
private instructors. Please note: The student must remain on their selected instrument for the ENTIRE year, 
unless otherwise noted or recommended by the director. 

 
 
RENT-TO-OWN/PURCHASING INSTRUMENTS 
I recommend all band students rent (rent-to-own) or purchase an instrument from a music/band store. 
 Students that acquire an instrument from a music store will be guaranteed to have a well-working instrument 
that they do not have to share.  Many music stores offer a rent to own program, where you can make payments 
on the instrument to eventually become your own – very much like payments on a car, but I promise cheaper!  
 
If you are looking to buy an instrument, please consult with Ms. Zipoli to make sure you will get the most “bang 
for your buck” through her recommended brands of quality instruments. Please be cautious about “bargain” 
instruments found online or in stores, especially if you have never purchased or played an instrument before – 
sometimes the cheaper option may not always be the best option. Our goal when purchasing an instrument, 
should be to invest in a quality instrument for your child to enjoy and one that will set them up for success in 
band. 
 
Corner Lake has various music stores that visit the band room weekly or bi-weekly to deliver supplies and pick 
up/drop off repairs. Instruments rented from the below companies are covered for repairs and most often times 
will provide a loaner instrument while they repair their instrument. These are a few recommended music stores 
that currently service Corner Lake and will rent out instruments: 
 

Allegro Music 
1042 State Road 436 
Casselberry, FL 32707 
(407) 830-585 
*Visits Every Tuesday 

Band Room 
3233 Curry Ford Rd 
Orlando, FL 32806 
(407) 897-7080 
*Visits Every Wednesday 

Music & Arts Center 
667 Florida Central Pkwy 
Longwood, FL 32750 
(407) 332-1477 
*Visits on occasional Thursdays 

 
 
 



SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENTS: 
Corner Lake has a handful of instruments that can be rented out to those students who have large or expensive 
instruments such as Oboe, Bassoon, Bass Clarinet, Tenor Saxophone, Baritone Saxophone, French Horn, 
Euphonium and Tuba. Corner Lake also has a limited inventory of school-owned instruments made available to 
those in financial need. 
 
To rent a school owned instrument, your parent or guardian must fill out an Instrument Rental Agreement form 
for the year with a donation of $40 per semester (total of $80 for the whole year). Percussionists are also asked 
to make a donation of $20 per semester (total of $40 for the whole year) to cover the cost of new percussion 
instruments, repairs on old ones and the occasional contracted Percussion Instructor.   Payment is recommended 
through Schoolpay.com or with cash, personal check or money order. Checks should be made out to Corner 
Lake Middle School. 
 
Renting school owned instruments mean students are still responsible for the care and maintenance of the 
instrument that they are using for the year. The Instrument Rental Contract must be completed and kept on file 
in the band office to protect the rights of the student and the Corner Middle School Band Program. Once the 
instrument is checked out to a student, the instrument becomes their responsibility. Please be aware that this 
also includes theft and destruction of the instrument. If the instrument is damaged while in the possession of 
the student, the student is responsible for the repair expense to restore the instrument’s condition. Damaged 
school owned instruments must be brought to the director’s attention immediately to prevent further damage. 
Please DO NOT try and repair the instrument yourself as this may cause more damage to the instrument.  
 
**Please note that no student will be denied an opportunity to participate in the band program due to financial 
hardship. Please contact Ms. Zipoli and ask for a financial scholarship form if you are in need of assistance.** 

 
MAINTENANCE/REPAIR: 
Band instruments are very costly and expensive to repair. Ms. Zipoli will go over how to correctly maintain your 
instrument in the beginning of the year. Students, please be careful with your instruments and treat them with 
the utmost care. 
 
**As the director, Ms. Zipoli will assist with instrument repair as able, but cannot always fix the instrument. 
Please be proactive, take care of your instrument, and make arrangements with your rental company ASAP. 
Instruments owned by the CLMS band must be brought to a director as soon as a repair issue arises. 
 
If your instrument needs to be repaired and you have arranged for one of the private rental companies to repair 
it, instruments must be left in the director’s office after notifying the director. Please leave your name, number, 
parent contact information, and what is wrong with the instrument inside the case. 

 
INSTRUMENT STORAGE: 
Students are encouraged to bring their instrument and binder home to practice on evenings and weekends. 
However, during the school day, all instruments and binders should be kept in their assigned lockers. 
Combination locks and lockers will be rented out to students for $5.00 on schoolpay.com. Band Lockers will be 
assigned at the beginning of the year based on the size of their instrument. Returning students will receive their 
locker assignments by the end of the first week of school and beginning band students will receive their locker 
assignments AFTER they have selected their instruments. 
 
Students can drop off their instruments in the morning between 9:00-9:25 AM and pick them up immediately 
after the school day ends before heading to the buses or car line.  
 
Please remember: Having a locker is a privilege. It is the student’s responsibility to keep their lockers and the 
locker room neat and clean of debris. The only items to be stored in band lockers are instruments and music. 



Please do not take anything from a locker that is not yours and do not put anything into a locker that is not 
yours.  
 

FOR ALL STUDENTS RENTING SCHOOL OWNED OR PERSONAL INSTRUMENTS 
*Any intentional or accidental damage that occurs to an instrument will be paid for by the student who is responsible for 

the damage.  This includes any damage that occurs in or out of the orchestra room, whether it is your instrument or 
belongs to another orchestra member. Any handling, mistreatment of instruments or materials that do not belong to that 

student will result in an immediate disciplinary referral without reservation. 

 
Grading Policy 

The bulk of a student’s grade in band is based on participation and preparation. If a student is prepared for class 
every day and is fully participating in class, they will succeed! 
 
Active Participation/Class Preparation – 40% 

➔ Pencil, Binder, Music and Working Instrument 
➔ Organization of Materials, Binder Checks, Bell Work Checks 
➔ Students who are not prepared for class are unable to rehearse and learn within the performance-based 

curriculum. Every effort should be made to remember to bring your instrument each day we have class. If your 
instrument is at the repair shop, ask for a loner instrument or talk to the director to possibly borrow an instrument 
during class (you will need to provide your own mouthpiece and/or reeds) 

➔ Students are expected to ACTIVELY participate in all class activities. These include but are not limited to: playing 
their instrument with proper technique and posture, bell work assignments, listening journals, theory worksheets, 
music history, rehearsing music, etc. Completion of assignments and observable daily work/participation in class 
will make up the grade for this category. 
 

Playing Tests, Written Tests and Pass-offs – 25% 
➔ Pass-Offs: Students will progress through ability-based levels via small playing and written music assignments.  Pass 

off sheets will be given out each quarter and students are required to do a set number of pass-offs each 9 weeks, 
but may complete additional pass-offs for extra credit, chair placement, level completion recognition, etc. 

➔ Advanced Members Playing Tests: Students will play sections of their music individually or in small groups. Tests 
will be given every other week and will be announced well in advance for the students to prepare. Playing tests will 
consist of one or more of the following musical aspects: tone, intonation, rhythm, pitch, phrasing, articulation, 
dynamics, meter, and steady beat. They may also include skills and techniques such as posture, embouchure, 
breathing and sight reading.  

➔ Written Tests: All students in each performing group will be taking various written quizzes throughout the year. 
Written tests may consist of musical terms and/or various aspects of music theory and history. The grading rubric 
will be explained for each test before taken. 

 
Concert Participation and Rehearsals (required attendance) – 30% 

➔ Band concerts are mandatory! Students are only required to attend a rehearsal or concert they are performing 
in. Please understand that concerts and performances are the ending product of all the hard work students have 
put in during class and throughout the year and are a large portion your grade. Your experience during a concert is 
one of the most fun and rewarding experiences you will have in band. Please note that being a member of this 
band means that you are part of a team, a unit, that works together to achieve success. Everyone is required to 
attend the concerts because everyone in the band has an equally important part to make the music come alive.  

➔ Every effort is made to accommodate students in other activities, but communication must be made between the 
student/parent and the director at least 2 weeks prior to the performance.  

➔ Concert Excusals: In the event that a student does not attend a concert due to illness, family emergency or other 
extenuating circumstance, immediate communication with the director is necessary for an excusal. If excused, a 
make-up assignment will be given and will be due within a week of the assigned date. Make up assignments will be 
worth up to 80% of the student’s concert performance grade. 

 
❧ Homework/Other Handouts/Practice Journals – 5% 

 



*The director reserves the right to change the grading policy throughout the school year, vary the weight of an activity or an 
assignment, and add or subtract points.  The director will notify the students of any changes made to these policies. 

 
Financial Help 

BAND FAIR SHARE 
A good band program is very expensive to maintain. In order to keep all of our music, instruments, music stands, 
etc. in good working order we ask for financial help from everyone involved. This year we are asking a certain 
fair share of $30.00 from each member of our band to cover the various costs of our band program. Your fair 
share will go towards some of the following expenses: 

★ Music, Method Books, Warm Up Books 
★ Concert Uniform 

○ Corner Lake Polos – Beginners and Symphonic Band 
○ Rental and Purchase of New Uniforms – Wind Ensemble & Jazz Band 

★ Classroom Supplies: loaner reeds, valve oil, slide grease, etc. 
★ Music Performance Assessment entry fees 
★ Transportation for events 
★ Contracted Music Instructors 
★ Purchasing of instruments and band equipment 
 

Jazz Band Members are asked to make an additional fair share payment of $30.00 to cover costs of their 
uniform rental, music/method books and possible transportation expenses.  
 

FUNDRAISING 
We understand that some students may not be able to financially afford instruments or the band fair share. 
Throughout the year, we will be holding fundraisers and events to help raise money for our program. All 
students are strongly encouraged to participate in the music fundraiser(s) because all fundraiser money benefits 
the students directly. In addition, if you know someone who would like to donate to our band, please contact 
Ms. Zipoli for a “Corner Lake Band Donation Form.” We always appreciate any help our band can get from our 
friends, family and community! 

 
Concerts 

ATTIRE: 
In order to have a professional appearance, students are required to wear the following to all performances: 

★ Beginning Band: Students will wear the WHITE CLMS Band Polo tucked into black slacks (no jeans) with 
black socks and black dress shoes.  

★ Symphonic Band: Students will wear the BLACK CLMS Band Polo tucked into black slacks (no jeans) with 
black socks and black dress shoes. 

★ Wind Ensemble: Ladies will wear black CLMS dresses with a teal ribbon and ALL black dress shoes. 
Gentlemen will wear black CLMS tuxedos (bow tie, vest, tuxedo shirt and pants), black socks and ALL 
black dress shoes. 

★ Jazz Band: Students will wear long sleeve black button down shirts tucked into black slacks, 
accompanied by a music tie or scarf with black socks and black dress shoes.  

 
ETIQUETTE: 
As a musician, it is important to be an advocate for music to show others the beneficial aspects music can have 
in our lives. During concerts, students are required to stay throughout the ENTIRE concert and watch their peers 
to not only provide an audience for their performance but to also show support for our music program. 
 



Students and parents, please note this is not a time to be on your phones and talk amongst yourselves.  During a 
performance, please sit quietly and applaud after musical selections. If you need to excuse yourself for a phone 
call or restroom break, please make an effort to wait until the end of a piece and move during the transition of 
pieces. Everyone’s phones should be off and away to be able to enjoy the music being provided for them. 

Other Important Information 
 

SCHOOL PRACTICE TIMES: 
The band room is available for open practice every morning Monday through Thursday from 9:00AM until 
9:25AM unless otherwise communicated by Ms. Zipoli. The band room will also be available after school from 
the time school gets out until 5:00pm Monday, Tuesday & Thursday afternoons. Students who would like to 
practice after school must sign up for the free “aftercare” program, Boys and Girls Club. 
 
Please do not abuse this privilege to practice before and after school. Only students involved in our music 
programs may enter the music hallway and band room. Please also understand that this is NOT a place to hang 
in the morning and socialize, rather it is a place where you are able to practice your instrument outside of school 
hours. 
 
 

PRIVATE LESSONS: 
Private lessons are not required, but highly encouraged. Private lessons are a fantastic way to accelerate the 
musical growth of a band student along with providing additional challenging music experience. If students are 
interested, Ms. Zipoli will provide a list of instructors. 

 
 
PARENT INVOLVEMENT: 

The success of any band program relies heavily upon the support of parent volunteers. There will be many 
opportunities throughout the year in which parent helpers will be much appreciated! I would need large 
numbers of parent volunteers to help with the responsibilities listed below: 

➔ Concert Set Up and Tear Down 
➔ Uniform Sizing and Fitting 
➔ Fundraiser (counting money, product distribution, sales, paperwork) 
➔ Community relations (music advocacy, donation solicitation, etc.) 
➔ Publications (newsletters, parent/volunteer contact organization, Facebook reminders) 
➔ Media (photography and videos of performances, field trips, etc.) 
➔ Field Trips 

◆ We need at least 1 chaperone per 10 students when going on field trips 
◆ If interested, you need to fill out the ADDITIONS application on the OCPS website and become 

an ADDITIONS Volunteer 
➔ Most Importantly – Encouraging your child at home to practice ☺ 

 

**If you are interested in becoming involved please contact Ms. Zipoli today! 
 
 


